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‘Group Charges Canspzmcy:
As $40 IWlezon Suzz‘ Goes to _Tnal
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3 APRIT 1981

T ik iy

A lawyer accused me Federal Govern-
ment of waging a 40-year ‘‘campaign of
disruption and defamation’” against the
Socialist Workers Party as the trial of the
party’s lawsuit seeking $40 million in
damagm opened yesterday in Manhat-

R X

. The lawyer. Margmt Winter,’ saxd in
'her opening statement in Federal District
Court that the campaign was an investi-
gation that amounted to a conspiracy to

" curtail the party’s political activities and

- to stxgmar.ize 1ts members as. ‘‘subver-

“ueed

She accused the Govemmem of con-
ing- an- “‘extraordinary . investiga.

~ tion,'” using informers, burglaries, wire-|

; taps and mail. momtoﬂng wnthout uncoy-.
ering any crimes., &y
Replymg for, the.detense. Pet T

Sy

: 'By ARNOLD H. LUBASCH

~ j.closed that the F.B.I. used 1,300 inform-
" Fersto spy on the party and also broke into-
>~ {its headquarters here more than 90 times.:

lemo, an Assxsta.nt Umted States Attob
ney, argued that the Government had
conducted a long and legitimate investi-
gation, which included authorized **inte}- |
hgence gathering” by the. Federal Bu—
reau of Investigation. ... 3
-He said that the Government had con-
ducted an investigation, not a conspiracy,.
and ‘that the Justice- Department had
closed the case in 1976, without filing
charges. He asserted that the Govern- |~
‘ment had a . right to exercise its ‘‘discre-
tion’’to conduct mvangauons X
-i’-Judge Thomas P. Griesa is presxdmg at.
the nonjury, trial, which is. expected to-
continue for-more than a month. Several f
years of. pretrial proceedings have dis-

207 After- the- opening . statements  in: the
'crowded ‘courtroom,. Farrell; ‘Dobbs; 2"
‘plaintitf and former national secretary of
 the: ‘Socialist'.Workers' Party,: took . the |
standasthehrstwitnssmthetﬁal. He
| said that the party originated in a2 Trot-
skyite ‘movement thatopposed Stalinism.

 Mr.-Dobbs, who was-the Presidential
eandxdate of the Socialist Workers in four
“elections, : testified- that' the ‘party. was
:based-on *‘the fundamental doctrines-of
‘Marxism’* and that it advocated social-
}, ism thmugha peaceful political process.
% Other witnesses will include leaders’of
'~: the party and members-who-allege that
they were harassed. The party also plans
to seek thetestimony of Attorney General
‘William French Smith fo
bera ofthe F.B.1. ;

" The. Jawsuit* was filed in - :
pa:ty ‘whicly was: founded i 1938 and
says.that it now bas 2,000 members. The
plaintitfs include the party’s youth affili-
ate, :the  Young' Socialist ‘Alliance; ‘and
several individual members: :

2 The F.B.L. and several othe ral
agencies-are the defendants. The plain-
tiffs- recently : agreed to"a- Government
move to drop former President Rxchard
‘M.-Nixomr and two former aides: :
vidual defendants. ;: @y
Shortly before the trial, Miss Winter
unexpectedly replaced Leonard B. Boi-
din as the Jeader of six attorneys for the
plaintiffs. A party spokesman explained
that: there~ had. been . ‘‘disagreements
about how to present certain- of
thecase.'”‘-g.: 2o i R

- The mnhdﬂsanrsu*hl‘dmnqps
 from the Government and injunctions to
pmhiblt similar investigations in the m.
tuxe, . 1""k o {,\ﬂﬂg-—;‘ .,ﬂ,s{ L3

- The Gavemment contends thatitended
the *domestic security investigation’” of
the party;. that the investigation was.
proper at the time and that legal limita-

tions bar claims for- damages now. even

*:] for improperactions.. =% i3 v,

In a defense document the Govem-
ment said it would not dispute many facts
presented by the plaintiffs. But it said;
“The Government may legally investiv
gate individuals or orgamzanons regard.
less of their nature.” ™ -

“Theissuein thxscase it saxd “xs not-
whether the Socialist Workers Party, the
Young Socialist Alliance or any of their

beyond a reasonable doubt.-
*“‘The issue is whether the Govemment
bas a right to keep itself informed of the

members can be proved gmlty ofa cnme_

‘4

activities of groups that openly advocate
revolutionary change in the structure and
leadership”of - the. Government. of the
United States, even if such advocacy
might be within the letter of thelaw.” . - |\

.Jack Barnes, the party’s national sec- |

| retary, said in _a statement yesterdav,| ..
¥e are rin%ng to trial the F.B.[;, the |
1.4, and other Government agencies-}

that have violated the riéErs of millions of "

woxKinepagpie ' -~
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